
Maurice Wood Award for Contributions to 
Primary Care Research – Reflections

Fern R. Hauck, MD, MS, FAAFP

Spencer P. Bass, MD Twenty-First Century Professor of Family Medicine

University of Virginia School of Medicine

2025 NAPCRG Annual Meeting | Atlanta, GA | November 23, 2025



The Importance of Mentors – The Dartmouth Years

Dr. Allen Dietrich Dr. Peter Mason



The RWJ Foundation Faculty Development Fellowship

Dr. Jack Medalie Dr. Stephen Zyzanski



Fellowship Faculty and Fellows



Physician Humanism and Outcomes Study 



Site 2 Refugee Camp on the Thai-Cambodian border

Rice noodles being made for New Year’s 
celebration, but without refrigeration, a 
camp-wide dysentery outbreak occurred

Camp life

Medic Sok Saly and me

Rounding on the Pediatrics Ward



Site 2 Pediatric Feeding Program

Before and after photos of a malnourished child after participation in our feeding program



Mist therapy for respiratory illnesses

Before: Mother holds child on 
lap under wool blanket next to 
boiling pot of water (ambient 
temperatures up to 100 
degrees and burn risk is high)

After: Mist box – much 
more comfortable and safe

Steam delivered from boiling water



Chicago Infant Mortality Study - Risk Factors for SIDS 

Risk factors for SIDS and population attributable risks for risk factors in the sleep 
environment
Hauck FR, et al. Pediatrics 2003. 



Selection of Chicago Infant Mortality Study Publications

Academic Pediatrics 2010



Social Media and Risk Reduction Training Study

▪ Among mothers of healthy term infants, the mobile health 
intervention but not the nursing QI intervention improved 
adherence to safe sleep practices compared to control mothers 

▪ Adjusted risk differences ranged from 8.7% for pacifier use to 
12.4% for room sharing without bed sharing



The IFMC Interprofessional Team



Selection of Publications from IFMC

Dr. Daniel was a psychology intern

Dr. Seifu was a family medicine resident

Dr. Elmore was a PhD candidate at the time of 
both of these publications 



What legacy do you hope to leave for future researchers?

A legacy is the lasting impact a person leaves behind through 
their actions, values, and accomplishments. It can include 
tangible things like money or property, but is more profoundly 
defined by intangible gifts like memories, wisdom, kindness, and 
the positive influence they had on others' lives. The meaning of a 
legacy lies in how it gives purpose to one's life by shaping how 
you live today and how you will be remembered in the future.



Thank you!
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